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Catholic Charities of Gallup, Inc

In Arizona and New Mexico

503 W. Highway 66 P.O. Box 3146

Gallup, NM 87305-3146

October, 2010

Dear Friends of Catholic Charities:

As I sit to write to you this year, the news all around us is bleak. The U.S. Census Bureau is

reporting the new poverty statistics for 2009. We learn that 14.3% or one in seven Americans

live in poverty. More children fell into poverty in 2009 - 20.7 percent. The Number of Hispanics

in poverty increased from 23,2 percent to 25. 3 percent; for African Americans it increased from

24.7 percent to 25.8 percent. The number of whites in poverty rose for 8.9 percent to 9.4

percent.

The Census Bureau reports that more New Mexican are living in poverty. Only two states have

a larger share of their population in poverty. The poverty rate in New Mexico was slightly more

than 19 percent, up from 15 percent in 2006-07.

Catholic Charities USA, our umbrella organization, and one of the nation's largest social service

network served over 9 million people in 2009, and among other alarming statistics, witnessed a

10 percent increase in the need for basic nutritional, housing and financial services.

But we here at the six agencies of Catholic Charities in the Diocese of Gallup, New Mexico,

tucked away in the northwest corner of New Mexico and the northeast corner of Arizona, do not

need the Census Bureau or Catholic Charities USA to tell us of the growing poverty in our

country. We experience it daily in the lives and stories of the people who enter our agencies

seeking assistance, many out of options or for the first time.

We struggled through 2009-2010. One agency went to a four day work-week; there have been

no cost of living increases and some have taken time off without pay.

But, we are blessed with dedicated staff who reach out with understanding and compassion

and we are able to continue to minister to our brothers and sisters who are marginalized in our

community because of the support of our friends and donors.

The following report shares with you the financial information of our agencies for the fiscal year

July 1, 2009 through June 30, 2010. You will be happy to see that $.82 of every dollar goes to

direct service.

Blessing,

Sister Kathleen Driscoll, DC

Sister Kathleen Driscoll, DC

Executive Director

Office: 505-722-0999 Fax: 505-722-7512

e-mail: director@catholiccharitiesaallup.com www. catholiccharitiesgallup.com
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